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ISSUE #9

ADMITTING MISTAKES S

R. Yosef D. Solovetichik was known for his intellectual integrity when delivering a shiur (lecture). On one
particular occasion, he spent the bulk of a two and half hour shiur developing a particular idea. Many
questions were asked by the students during that shiur and after the shiur, R. Soloveitchik summoned one of the
students and told him "you were right and I was wrong. Tomorrow we will restudy the topic based on the
question you raised.”

Memories of a Giant pg. 325
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Steven and Chaim are partners in a used car dealership. A customer bought a car from them,

GASE and now claims that he was misled about the quality of the car. Steven thinks that the

— customer may be correct and would like to admit to the customer that they were wrong, but

Chaim disagrees. If Steven does admit that they were wrong, both Steven and Chaim will

lose out. What should he do?

Examining the sources

The Greatness of Admitting a Mistake

There are a number of stories in Tanach where someone is praised for admitting a mistake. For example,
after the death of Aharon's children, Moshe Rabbeinu criticizes Aharon and his remaining sons for burning
the remainders of a chatat (sin) offering and not eating it (they felt that because they were mourners, they
should not eat the offering). Aharon maintained his belief that he acted correctly and following a short
debate (The details are recorded in Zevachim 101a-101b) Moshe Rabbeinu concedes to Aharon:

Aharon said to Moshe: Today, [my children] offered their sin and 12597 017 77 ,YN-28 TIgR 3T
burnt offerings before God and [died], would it be good in God’s eyes | TIRRPN1,'T °397 DNZY-NK) DNXYA-NY
had I eaten that sin offering today? Moshe heard and was satisfied 2073 017 NRYA "N72KY ;1782 0K
[by the answer]. B Ko B [o iy Wby 7742 B 7ol 7c8 B A o)
Vayikra 10:19-20 RS

Moshe Rabbeinu received the Torah at Sinai and was the authority on all matters of Jewish law. How is
it possible for Aharon to disagree? Wasn't this law discussed at Sinai?

'He was satisfied by the answer' Moshe was not ashamed. [He could have excused W W2 R 1Y 20

himself] saying 'I never heard the law (at Sinai that a mourner does not eat that ROR O Nvnaw &Y 1m0
offering),’ rather he said "I heard it and I forgot (about it).” SNR2W PNYRw
Zevachim 101b (adapted from Soncino Translation) NP 2°mar

Questlons tor the Table

Why does the Talmud praise Moshe Rabbeinu for admitting his mistake? Isn't
this something we would expect of anyone?

e Moshe Rabbeinu is praised for choosing "I heard and I forgot" over "I never heard WhY was
it." Does "I never heard it" imply 'because I never heard it, it must not be true' or Moshe
does it imply 'Aharon is correct and the reason I questioned him is because it was )
something I didn't know about'? P raised?

e Did Moshe Rabbeinu admit his mistake despite the potential for embarrassment
or was he simply not concerned about embarrassment when admitting the
mistake? Should we be embarrassed when admitting mistakes?

It is the nature of a person to justify themselves even if they are XY DY MOT 799 OTRA Yavaw 1n
wrong because the idea of "admitting without being ashamed” (a SV IV RIT QPRI WP 0D IVOW 179K
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